Summer 2007

LHS Class of 1964 Newsletter

Dan Berens:  I returned to Rochester five years ago and it seems like one. The phenomenal growth continues here, with no signs of stopping.  This is all good, I guess, but there are growing pains. 
My law practice is just off Salem Road, right where we all used to "miss" pheasants while hunting in the old Baihly cornfield.  I had no idea that pheasants could live so long.  I concentrate in the Estate Planning, Probate, Trust and Real Estate areas of the law.  I know that all in the class of '64 have "your affairs in order", the way you should!!
My son Mike(30) is married to Whitney and they have a 2 year old named George, with two more on the way.  Mike and Whitney are both captains in the Air Force, stationed at Grand Forks, ND.  Mike is in the JAG Corps, presently serving in Iraq at the Abu Ghraib prison.  And I thought it was hot in Minnesota in the summer!!!! What a mess this war thing is. My son George(27) is at William Mitchell College of Law in St Paul and working this summer at a Family Law legal services office in Minneapolis while taking a summer school course. Both boys are Ripon College graduates, Ripon, WI, and each served in the Peace Corps, in Zambia and Paraguay, respectively.  
Hope to see you all soon for the upcoming get together in 2009!!
Bill Brooks: It occurred to me that high school fed a lot of information into the subconscious mind that we draw upon later.  For example, the other night in a dream I encountered someone named Elfego Sobania.  Sometimes I wonder if cheese therapy would be more successful than chemotherapy.  The other day I was thinking of a book perhaps Harry Mares recommended, THE UGLY AMERICAN.  What would it be like to read that given today’s politics?
I get my information mostly from the internet and look down on people who take seriously the censored news in newspapers, TV and radio.  For example,  I’m worried that the weakest Schwabe solar cycle in the past 200 years is supposed to kick in around 2020 which could lead to global cooling (ice).  I have email friends who recently discussed their reincarnating pets, inclined bed therapy to detoxify, and 911 conspiracy theories (Why didn’t Congress talk to William Rodriguez, the last person to leave the building?).
I am retired and live alone in a duplex apartment with a 17 pound grey cat and a 5 pound Pomeranian dog.  I have been known to accompany a Jewish woman from New York City to Izzy’s (a Saint Paul ice cream parlor) and to coffeehouses for folk music concerts.  
Reggie Fetty Buresh: Like many of you, we've discovered the joys of being grandparents. Tony and Suzy's son, TJ, is one year old as of June 10th and walking just as fast as he can. We babysit as needed and really enjoy him a lot. Chad and Julie bought their first home, a lovely place in Eagan. They vowed to get rid of the old dorm / apartment furniture so are having fun picking out new pieces. My job continues to go well. Next year will be my 10th at Mahtomedi High School. It's an excellent place to work. We're setting up an Engineering program within the high school and this promises to be pretty exciting. We have many 3M parents who are behind this initiative. 
Bob just had surgery to remove part of his kidney which had a cancerous tumor. Thankfully it was very small and they think they got it all as it was encapsulated. No follow-up chemo or anything. They'll just watch him closely and see if anything pops up elsewhere in his body. They discovered this only because of a follow-up CT scan after he had a kidney stone, so we're glad now that he had the stone. 
I auditioned for the Century Chamber Orchestra at Century Community College on the cello and made it, whew. I played 3 pieces. Had just bought a new cello so I was a little nervous about how it would go, kind of like wearing new shoes on a long hike and you know they're not really broken in yet. My old cello (from 1860) is just too fragile to lug around anymore and it needs some serious overhauling so it's currently serving as backup for the new one, which I dearly love. Should have gotten it years ago. I'm still playing piccolo in the band at Century College, going on about 24 years now. Our flute quartet has had a busy wedding season. We scored a real coup by winning a spot as "Ensemble in Residence" for the McNamara Alumni Center at the University of Minnesota. We had to audition for this and did so kind of as a lark. Now we're committed! When a small ensemble is needed for a reception or other event we'll be the one on call. We hold this post for one year. We're all graduates of the U so it's an honor to play for other Alumni. 
Bob has persuaded me to go on a dinosaur dig later this summer. At first I bowed out but he promised me I could work at the base camp sifting bone bits and doing prep work, which I enjoy, instead of climbing all over the Canadian Rockies. I don't want to mess up my new hips with a bad fall. This will be a big dig and is led by Dr. Phil Currie, the curator of the Royal Tyrrell Museum of Paleontology in Drumheller, Alberta. We've dug with his team before and it's really thrilling; he rarely includes amateurs so that's one reason I thought I'd better not pass it up. If you ever get to Calgary be sure to take a side trip to Drumheller and see the Museum. It's the premiere dinosaur museum in the world. You'll be amazed at how many they have on display. Drumheller itself is a fun town. They have big statues of dino's on the street corners. Every business has its own dino out front, even the post office. You can stay at the local Jurassic Inn where the bedding and art work are all of dinosaurs. 
May you all have a healthy and happy year. I enjoy reading your news so much! 
Trudi Saam Claxton: Greetings to all. Here it is, another year gone by. Where did the time go?
Last year was a sad year, as Nick lost all  3 grandparents within 6 mons.
Both grandparents on the Claxton side and  my mother.  My mother passed away on July 06, 2006. She went very fast. I was thankful that she didn’t have to suffer, as she had suffered throughout her life.  But with all that she went through, she remained strong and true to her faith. I expressed that she was my Hero and had taught me about life and showed it by her example. She was truly a model mother. I truly feel she is the reason why I am strong  and never give up on what I want. She would always say,  “Plan your work and work your plan”.
It was truly fate, as the weekend she passed away, I was schedule to go on a cruise with my friend Olivia.  However, she had knee surgery 2 weeks prior, and developed a staph infection. She was in the hospital for 6 days and went home with a PIC line for antibiotics. Then on Thurs. we had to cancel our reservations. I was so disappointed. We were to leave July 21st. Then on Sat. July 22 after returning home from church,  my sister called and informed me that mom was in the hospital with respiratory problems/poss. pneumonia. So I told her to keep me informed and if needed I would come home. Well, we left  for Minnesota the next evening, which was Sunday. We had decided to drive, as Nick was off  from work and he was very happy to drive my Lexus, saying it was an awesome car. Unfortunately, we did not make it in time to say good bye.
I was so glad that I had gone home in May and had spent Mother's day with MOM. I think she had a feeling that she was not going to last much longer, judging from the few thing that she said when I was there. She was doing very well at that time.  I do miss her a lot and think of her often and her good sense of humor. I know my sister misses her too, since she lived close by and would go to visit her often. I know my nephew misses her too, because mom took care of him a lot when he was young. He thought the world of his grandma.  I was glad that mom had lived long enough  to become a great-grandma. I only regret she didn’t live long enough to see Nick get married and have kids.
But then it may be quite awhile before that happens.
I was telling my friends and coworkers, that I guess God works in mysterious ways, and that I wasn’t meant to go on the cruise.  I know something kept telling me not to go even though Olivia had to cancel, I didn’t have too. But I did so.  And I am so glad that I did because God only knows how long it would have taken to get the news, as I would have been out to sea, and also if I could have gotten a flight home.
Well, with all that passing, I have just been busy working. But have manager to go to the theater with my friends to see plays and musicals which I enjoy very much.  Occasionally, I go to singles dances at various churches. I will be in Rochester for a big family reunion July 28th. I am really looking forward to it since it has been so many years since I have seen many of the relatives.
Nick is working at Lowe’s and hopes to work at the post office. He took a test and did well and is waiting to here back from them. 
I hope to go on a cruise in the fall, either to Canada and the east coast or to Australia.
In, closing, I want to wish everyone a happy and safe summer. I am looking forward to out next reunion.   God Bless all, Trudi (Saam) Claxton
Suzy Conway: I returned to the states last December after  4 years in Nepal which was enriching, challenging, life changing.  On the way back I wrote poetry for four months in Donegal (the Hrabes met me there and we had a fantastic time) rested and relaxed from the violence and upheaval of Nepal, in Bali, and found a job and a small, quiet community which I'm enjoying, in Corvallis, Oregon, where Peggy Cunningham (Williams) lives with her husband. For now it is suiting me very well, and I love this part of the country!  I have been keeping up with your news over the years and will try to stop lurking and show up one of these days! Sending love and light to all of you. 
Suzy Conway
Steve Cronin: Son Spencer finished Master's course work in Ecology/Natural Resources at CO State and is writing his thesis this summer while employed at CSU.
Son Patrick works for Target Stores, Deli Division. Perks!
Art teacher, Denise is off for the summer, her 22nd year behind her, and she's enjoying summer by traveling around in her new Audi A4 Convertible--a stud magnet, she says. I'm not worried. I have her estrogen pills in my desk drawer.
I'm in my 18th year at Adobe System, still managing my MidWest territory of Educational accounts, buying that Adobe stock, but I can see the sun setting from here. Tick-tock.
I hope this finds all my Lourdes friends in good health and that we get to see each other again before too long.
Cherril Jensen Engholm: Greetings to all my dear Lourdes’ friends! The Engholms are all doing well. All 3 children are married, 2 of them last summer! Three grandchildren, one of whom is a little boy, 6 weeks old. I am retired from teaching Kindergarten 4 years now. Presently, I work part-time as a receptionist at a hair salon in our neighborhood and help with childcare one day a week for our 2 grandchildren who are 4 and 2. Married 37 years and at the same residence 36 years. We dug in deep here but love being by the big lakes and Rich bikes to work every day. He’s teaching at Dunwoody Institute of Technology and hopes to go part-time next spring. I send big hugs to each of you and await news from all.  A huge thank-you to Regina once again. Love, Cherril. 
Sherrill Mohlke Fisher: I am alive and well in spite of a serious horseback-riding injury the 1st weekend in February.  The horse's name was Nellie, but she threw me anyway.  The couple behind me say it was a mountain lion that spooked her.  I don't remember that or much of anything about the following three days spent in the hospital.  But, I did remember to drop to my knees and thank God on day #5 when I realized I was going to make it.  Lots of physical therapy for my broken shoulder, ribs are healing and the head injury did not turn out to be fatal or long-term.  Praise God along with me for all the blessings he bestows upon us. 
Mike Gibbons: Not much new. Still living in Florida, working part-time at a golf course (big surprise). I went for a swim last year, with a Ford tractor and a five gang mower unit. Lucky all the gators were sleeping, so I'm able to write.
I have met a wonderful girl on line (Match.com) a little over a year ago. She speaks a different language (New York), which is hard to understand at times. I think she asked me to marry her in November? And, I think I said "yes". Anyway, we are making all kinds of fun plans. It (she) is so exciting, I never thought this would happen again. It is hard for her to believe we (our class) is as close as we are. I am hoping in 2009 she will see for herself. Looking forward to seeing you all then.
Elaine Carroll Grassle: This past year has been one of much diversity. I still do the bookkeeping for our snack business which makes healthy snacks and ships them all over the USA. In addition, I’ve done home health care to allow the elderly to stay in their own homes. In January I got the opportunity to do bookkeeping for a non-profit organization that helps women in Africa support their families. It’s only one day a week so there is plenty of time to do housecleaning for the elderly. Not a dull moment, what with interacting with the 5 grandchildren in the area and keeping in touch with the 8 out of state. OH YES! Chuck (my husband of 41 years) and I became Great-Grandparents in August of 2006. A wonderful great-grandson. GOD’S MERCIES ARE NEW EVERY DAY. 
Mary Jane Sibley Haas: First of all, congratulations Denny!!  What a fitting person to fill the position of President of Catholic Schools in Rochester.  
All is well with the Hass family.  Oldest daughter Kristen, who lives in Winston-Salem, NC with her husband, Charlie, just presented us with our 4th grandchild, a boy, Elliott.  We will be going there in mid June for a visit.  Son, Patrick, is working for a Client Server company called "Hoard", new to Rochester, and is very excited about this new venture.  Jessica was married last October and is currently working on her Master's in Psychology.  Donnie just started back to work with Doyle Conner after taking the winter off and is slowing getting back into the swing of things.  Gets tougher every year to go back, but full retirement is a few years away at this point.  He managed to do a lot of fishing this winter, so the time off was a success!!
I'm still working my 32 hour weeks with Seasons Hospice, volunteering at Assisi Heights, Meals on Wheels and a couple of bereavement programs at our church. Of course, spending time with my kids and grandchildren is my favorite past-time.  I have lunch once or twice a year with Diane Nesler Miller, Mary Lou Kaster Devlin, and Regina, and we have so much fun catching up on the news.   Hope to see many more of my former classmates at our next reunion.  Regina, thanks again for helping the class of "64" stay "in touch" with each other through this newsletter.  It has been so appreciated all these years!!
Dan Hoban: I'm still working at Mayo, I'm planning to retire next spring. Our family continues to grow.  Our daughter Debby had her first child this spring, so now we have 4 grandsons and 2 granddaughters.  We feel so fortunate  they all live in Rochester so we're able to spend a lot of time with them
Joy Hatch O'Grosky: Firstly, thanks to Reggie for all of her hard work and hello to all.  Only big news this year is that our brand new retirement home in New Mexico was destroyed by the negligence of a subcontractor before we could furnish it.  That's a bad thing but no one was injured and we still have our home up North, so it could be far worse.  I guess I will be litigating one more case before I retire-my one.  Just got back from taking our kids and grandkids, Aaron (4) and Josh (2), on vacation in St. Thomas.  Now they think that we should do that every week (especially the kids).  Our youngest, Peter, graduated from high school last Sunday.  The class speakers with their talk of never forgetting their years at West High School reminded me that all of you are an important part of my history and life.  Have a great summer everyone! 
Dan O'Neill: Not much new around the O’Neill household.  I have been retired from Mayo for three years now and just loving it.  However I was bored so I started my own business this past winter.  Nothing big, just a handyman service, trying to focus on helping senior citizens who still live in their own homes.  
  
I am also still on the board of Mayo Employees Federal Credit Union.  Serving my third year as chair.  This keeps me busy and in touch with Mayo. Other than that I try to spend time each week with the grandkids.  Such great fun.  We are expecting our 4th grandchild in July. Sue is still working at Mayo, at least one more year. 
Bob Payne: My job was a casualty of a corporate merger and rather than trying to re-establish my semiconductor career, I have decided to retire. I have spent the last five months visiting my kids and grandchildren. I'm in good health and plan to take up a radically different direction, not aimed at chasing the almighty dollar. In hopes of contributing back to society, I have decided to go back to school to achieve creditation to teach math and science in High School. I expect to start taking classes at Santa Clara University in mid-June and should be serving as an intern teacher this fall.
Kathy Ramey Renaux: Jocelyn, my oldest daughter, got married to Tony Grant on Oct. 21st. Was a great summer and fall with all the wedding plans. The wedding was wonderful!
I am working the "Baylor" at Minneapolis Children's Hospital (which means I work every Friday, Saturday and Sunday and have the week days off), but have been picking up Mondays for financial reasons. 
My new-found time off has caused me nothing but misery. I was rear-ended February 15th. Exactly a week later I was taking a leisurely walk at 1 p.m. and slipped on ice and fell on my head without a break in my fall. I really thought I was going to die with the "bong-bong" sounds and the vibrations I experienced in my head. I made it home without having seizures or losing consciousness but suffered a severe concussion. I was out of work for 3 weeks. I really thought I would never be able to function again. Post-concussion syndrome. When I went back to work I had severe pain in my right knee and couldn't bend it. Had a torn meniscus and had arthroscopic surgery. It has been 6 weeks and I still cannot walk down stairs -- lots of arthritis.
My brother, Jack, had prostate cancer surgery in December, did not get it and has just completed 7 weeks of radiation therapy. 
My neighbor, a miracle. He was feeling bad the same time I ws going to have knee surgery. Had a meningioma (brain tumor) and I encouraged him to go to Mayo. I went with him and his wife. He had surgery at our famous Mayo, went home in 48 hours and is doing great. Much better than me with my simple arthroscopy.
Thank God I love my job. I don't see any possibility of retirement for almost 10 years. Think I will make it to 70??
Also very glad I remodeled my ouse and have a great yard. I spend all my time at home. Yard and Twins!
I am looking at taking a vacation in February. Where?? I should have been on vacation when I fell and had my concussion but because of the Wedding I had NO money and cancelled my vacation.
Want to lose 20 pounds. Want to get to the activity level I have had all my life and am glad I saw my 60th birthday. Hope all is well with all my classmates!
Annie Riley (Roy Otto): Where does the time go?!  I'm trying to remember what I said last year.  Roy and I are doing well and feeling good.  He will be working two days a week until the end of the year, then full retirement.  We have volunteer jobs that we do separately and together. And I spend a lot ot time working in the yard and garden.  Lately, I've been doctoring our pond.  We're considering changing it to a pondless waterfall, which is supposed to be virtually maintenance free.  Yeah!
Together, Roy and I have 10 grandchildren, 9 living in the metro area and 1 in AZ.  They do keep us biusy.  Next week we'll be watching AJ and Caroline for 4 days while Anne Marie and Ken celebrate their 10th anniversary in Chicago.  Come Sunday night, we'll be exhausted.
Carl was home for 10 days in late May, starting a kitchen remodeling project for my sister, Kathleen.  He's not only a good architect, but can actually do the work.  It was truly a family project as my niece, Maureen, from Charlotte and sister, Mary Lou, also were part of the crew.  Carl's girlfriend, Lindsey, was here, too.  It was the first time we had met her, so it was baptism by immersion for her to meet all of us.  Carl told Roy she may be the one.  Time will tell.  
We still go to AZ for 10 days or so in Feb. or March, staying with one of Roy's brothers.  And they will be staying wiith us for a couple weeks in July.  Roy's nephew, Tom, will also be with us in late July when he's in MN for his 20th HS reunion.  In early October, we'll visit Carl in Seattle.  
I recently spent 3 days at Assisi Heights on retreat.  It continues to be a very restful and spiritual place.  Roy and I get our hair cut in Rochester every 4 weeks (I've been going to the same person for 25 years) and I make a montly trip for spiritual direction with S. Martha Ann McGinnis.  I've run into Dan Berens at the Good Food Store and we will chat away over lunch.  Other classmates I keep in touch with regularly are Paula Decker, who is back in Rochester, and Vicky Amaris, who works at the Greater Twin Cities United Way with my sister, Kathleen.
All in all, life is good and I look forward to our next reunion.  We're planning a trip to Italy the summer of 2009, so I hope we'll be around.  Thanks, again, Reggie, for all you do.
Dave Rossman: I have come to the realization that Dave is a work in progress.  Parts of me are ever changing as some are improving while others remain the same and still others are diminishing. Most of the diminishing aspects are merely physical such as endurance, strength and good looks. I love to bicycle but the hills appear to get steeper each year. Then there is the ever-increasing golf scores!
However, certain personal skills keep on growing, in specific my ability to play with very young children such as grandchildren.  Yes, we have grandchildren - 5 of them ranging from a kindergarten graduate to an infant. They love Grandpa Dave's 35-year-old red wagon that their mothers rode in as children, but they would rather pull the wagon loaded with sand, toys or what ever junk is available instead of riding in it themselves. I even enjoy playing with my brother's grandchildren.  One day his 18 month old grandson Garret climed into my lap and was enjoying watching a hand puppet appear over the arm of the couch. Garret would not budge when invited to sit on his own grandfather's lap! He even started talking to the puppet.
We have started a tradition of family camping with the whole gang gathering at a State Park for a weekend.  My job is to bring the red wagon loaded with nature activity ideas and outdoor games. Things like leaf identification, sand pail loading and of course water ballons keep the whole batch entertained for at least for 15 minutes or more. My goal is to get them to be able to identify various trees by the leaf and by the bark. That is something I remember learning as a very young child.  
Ann McKenny Rowley: The Rowleys are fine - working, taking care of grandkids and grandpuppies, and playing when we can.
Elaine Conway Selmier: CONGRATULATIONS, DENNY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  Another feather in the cap of Class of '64.
The last year has been fun and sad.  
The fun parts - in December, much of the family met in Scottsdale AZ to celebrate my brother Fr. Jerry's 50th Anniversary of being a priest.  As a large family - 9 kids, 24 nieces & nephews taking care of 30 in the next generation - we don't all come together.  But the ones that do all get along and have fun.  
Travis and I are continuing to enjoy our home.  Cleaned out the iris bed last year, gave lots of starts away and still replanted 140 of them.  Planted a lily garden and a rose garden this spring. One dog Samantha and 2 cats Rex & Gracie make us smile every day.
Enjoyed my 60th birthday this past year.  Knew it could be a tough one, so I decided I was going to spend it with people whose approach to life I admired.  One of the people I visted was our 102-year-old friend Alice, Travis' mother's best friend forever.  Alice has always been optimistic about life, so I wanted to know her secret.  She said you always need something to look forward to.  I also had coffee with my composer friend Jeff, and he said the secret to life is a great hamburger and as little interaction with people as possible!  And he led me to a terrific hamburger here in the Indy area.  Alice made it to her 103rd birthday, and the next day went into the hospital.  Two weeks later she passed away.  She had made it to her next milestone.
I'm still working!!! and have been able to produce some interesting projects this year.  Released a DVD-CD set for our living history museum Conner Prairie which has already won a MUSE Award and is in the running for others.  Also did a DVD for newly-diagnosed cancer patients that informs them about the chemotherapy option and side effects and gives them tools on how they can take back control.  Some projects are quite rewarding, some more mundane.   But I enjoy most of the clients I work with, so that's great.
We attended Travis' 55th year reunion from Culver Military Academy.  Lots of good friends and laughter.
The sad parts - Travis has a great deal of cancer in his family at the moment.  He's fine, but his sister (colon), niece (colon, spine), son (stomach) and grandson (primary liver) are all in battle.  His niece and 14-yr-old grandson are in their last days, each of them declining quickly.  Please remember them and especially their families in your prayers.  
Have a great year!!!
Elaine 
Mike Sheehan: Mike and Mari are going to Alaska in August and they enjoy their 6 grandkids!
Dave and Pam (Gronseth) Smith: My father died on Aug. 10, 2006. I can't say enough good things about Hospice. They let dad die with dignity and helped our family with the loss. Dave spent the summer fishing and the fall hunting in ND with old friends. Chuck Bihner's son, Greg, joined Dave also. Dave started deer hunting by our place for the first time. But it's kind of hard to kill a deer you've fed all winter. Dave turkey-hunted in WI this spring with Jay Higgins. Another great time but no turkey. 
I spend my time in my flower garden and fishing with Dave.
We spent two weeks in FL with our son Tony and his family. Our daughter Sheryl and her husband joined us for a week. What a great time. We all went to the beach and to a water park called TyPhoon Lagoon. Dave and I felt our age -- yes, we are still kids at heart. I'm leaving on July 10th to spend three weeks in Alaska with my mom. I'm sure it will be a great trip and a very special time with my mom. 
We pray that all is well with all of you. God bless! Dave and Pam
Charlie Till: Read Bob Frie's letter last year, it's really my story. Nothing new to report. Same old life as before.
John Van Cuyk: All is well at the Van Cuyk household, except for the HOT & NOT SO DRY weather in Phoenix. I plan on being cremated - hell, If I die in July or August, they can just put me outside for a few days, and I'll be ashes. (Save some money!)
Lila and I plan on visting the north country next week over the 4th.(Wisconsin and Illinois) In September we plan to visit Disneyland with our son Daniel, his wife, and our grandbaby who live in Scottsdale. In October, we're going to Florida for a week to spend with our Cleveland friends. Hope to get in some serious golf and beach time. Our daughter Jenna is moving (again), to Omaha the end of July. I hear they have some great golf courses there. Our oldest son is still in Columbus raising his family. 
I'm still selling linens for Encompass. 35 years this year. Hope to retire in the next few years if not sooner. Lila is still with the Baptist Group - she can pray in either Catholic or Baptist. 
God has truly blessed Lila and I over the years (39 years). We have 3 great children and 6 beautiful grandkids that we spoil whenever the chance arrives. 
Hope and pray that you are all doing well, and that the Class of '64 lives along time! Looking forward to our next reunion!!
Barry Warren: Cindy and I decided to move away from hurricane country after being hit by Hurricane Ophelia.  We moved (hopefully for the last time) about five hours west to the Lake Norman area, just north of Charlotte, NC.  Our son, Vaughn, is an army Captain, stationed in Columbus, Ohio.  Our daughter, Kara, and her husband, Jon, live in San Diego where Jon is employed as an engineer.  Still no grandkids, but we do have four grandpups who make for lively reunions and lots of laughs.  Vaughn and I celebrated my 60th and his 30th by traveling to Antarctica in Feb this year and running in the 8th Antarctica Marathon.  It was hosted by the Russians this year and was the experience of a lifetime.  We returned via Argentina in March and ran the Fin del Mundo Marathon in Ushuaia, on the tip of South America.  April brought a very wet Boston Marathon and I am finally thawed- and dried-out.   I joined the 50 States and DC Club with a goal of running a marathon in every state and DC.  Cindy and I have seen some beautiful parts of the country by combining vacations with marathon running.  We are all very thankful for being blessed with excellent health.  
Tom Webster: Denise and I have settled in St. George, UT close to the Arizona border and about 120 miles from Las Vegas. It's a beautiful area offering fabulous scenery as well as endless hiking and biking trails. One of our sons lives in Mesa, AZ and the other was living in Colorado Springs until the Air Force relocated him, so we've had the opportunity to see our kids much more frequently than in the past. Denise's parents and my mother are still living so we travel to MN to visit whenever we can. There's always a rush of nostalgia when revisiting the home turf. Hope all is well with you!
Anne Wente:  I am learning more of Southern California and San Diego every month!  After three years now, I assume that I will be here through the transition to Medicare (if it is still intact!) Dad and Mom are still in the family home, an anchor for the ever-growing family. We will be celebrating a nephew's wedding in St.Paul late June before I head to Chicago for a "fourth of July" week of meetings and celbrations with RSCJ (my Order) from across this country.  The Web cam has become a great connector for the family (especially for my parents).  But I also can connect with friends in Rome and beyond…as I sit here a block from the Western edge of the country.  Much love, Anne
