Summer 2005 Newsletter
Carol Bihner: Life moves ever forward. It has been 3 years since Chuck passed away. I have moved to the Cities to be nearer my children and my family. I work for Lakeview Hospital in Stillwater, in a 4-bed Hospice unit and it is a great job. I kept my home in Siren, so am a "weekender" like everybody else. Thank God for all my friends and family who have helped me through the difficult adjustment and onto life by myself. You're all great!
Celeste Girard Bowman: I am nearing my 5-year anniversary as Director of Nursing at the same facility. Ron has been doing public relations work there, too, and is now Administrator in Training, for which he has gone back to college! Along with all of this we have managed to open an upscale furniture consignment store. Luckily, we've found some good people to work in it. By August we'll be very eager for our next vacation in Keuai. My dad has been ailing, but seems to have stabilized. So far my mom is a great caregiver. They now live close to my sister, Judy, in Lincoln, NE. It was terrific to have seen all of you who attended our Reunion last year! May God bless all of you!
Reggie Fetty Buresh:  What an outstanding Reunion! These get better each time. Thanks to all who worked on the various committees and especially to those who made the effort to come. It was particularly special to see Rick Spaniol one more time and Mike Matzke, even though most of us didn't know at the time that he had some concerns about his health. Take care of yourselves, everyone. We don't want to lose anyone else!
Speaking of loss, my mom died on Feb. 28th at age 82. She worked at Dayton's, as many of you will remember, till she was 79. When Marshall Fields bought them it was "suggested" to her that it might be a good time to retire since she wouldn't like some of the changes that were going to be made. She never set foot in the store after that and died on the day that Macy's bought the company yet again. My thanks to the classmates who came to her Memorial Mass at St. John's. It meant a lot to me for you to be there. As I've often said, you-all are my family, the brothers and sisters I never had. Mike's funeral was the next day so the timing worked out well, if such things can be timed. 
I'm still playing the piccolo and flute and have seriously taken up the cello again. Had some work done on my dear old cello and it plays like a dream. Found out a lot about its provenance. It's very old, was made in 1860 by Andreas Hornsteiner. I'm only the third owner, or rather, the third family it's lived with. It was in a fire at one point and generally looks like a "street cello" but is really well-made and has a "big" sound. It's apparenty very valuable which surprised me as I paid a bass player only $200 for it years ago. Ah, those bass players, what do they know! As one repair person told me, "It looks like hell but plays like heaven." I played in a chamber ensemble all year to get my fingers back in shape. At our concert a director approached me about joining his orchestra next fall. I have to audition for chair-placement but any will be fine with me; I have no ego in this game anymore. I just want to play.  
Michael's is as good as ever. I met Diane Nesler Miller, Mary Jane Sibley Hass, Mary Lou Kaster Devlin (and Mike Gibbons dropped by) there for lunch one day. We sure had fun, lots to talk about. Also had a fun breakfast with Annie Riley, Kathy Huey Smith and Rosie Nigon Gundacker up here in the Cities. Again, lots to talk about! 
Our daughters and their husbands are doing very well. Busy with projects around their homes and doing some traveling. Bob and I will spend a week in Toronto in June. Some of you will remember my old pen-pal, Dieter. His daughter, Anika, is doing an internship at the Goethe Institute in Ottawa. We're going to meet her in Toronto for a couple of days and then visit some favorite places on our own. She lived with us for part of a school year when she was in high school and is a delightful young woman. It'll be fun to see her all grown up now. On the way we'll visit some friends in Chicago and, of course, Sue the T.Rex at the Field Museum. Have to be sure she's still standing tall.
Bob's got 3 digs lined up for later in the summer and early fall. I'm having my other hip replaced on July 13th so (thankfully) won't be going along this year. As always, I look forward to hearing from everyone else. Have a good year!
Mary Maass Christ: Hello to everyone! All is well with me and my family. I still work part-time as an RN with "new moms and babies." My husband is enjoying his second year of retirement. We try to keep in shape by going to the Y, biking and swimming. Our oldest son, 35, is married and working as a police officer in our city. Our youngest son, 32, is married, has two precious daughters ages 4 and 2 and a son on the way. They live in Coeur d'Alene, ID, where he is Associate Pastor of Assembly of God Church. We are so thankful to our Lord for our family, continued good health and going on 37 years of marriage. We travel to Idaho about every three months for our granddaughter fix. Looking forward to hearing from everyone. God bless you!
Trudi Saam Claxton: Here it is, a year since our Reunion. When will the time slow down. It sure was great to see everyone again. I do hope those who weren’t able to come last year are able to come next time. Only four more years until next time. When I returned home last year, my friend, Olivia, and I went to Mexico for 4 days. We stayed at a resort in Playa de Carmen, outside of Cancun. We had a glorious time and it was all-inclusive so only needed money for souvenirs. We saw a lot and took a ferry to Cozumel. It was beautiful, spent a few hours there and then returned. In February, Olivia and I went to Las Vegas for her 60th birthday. She wanted to so something special and had never been there before so we went. Stayed over the weekend. We had a fabulous time! Played some slot machines and saw a show, the Follies and of course the Strip. We hope to go again sometime only during the week when rates are lower. 
I am still working full-time as a home health nurse and occasionally at the school. I do hope I can retire in a few years, if not full retirement at least semi-retire. I have so many things I plan to do and several places to see. Now I am planning to save enough to go to Australia next winter, as it will be summer there. I have so wanted to see Australia for many years and would love to see it before I retire since it costs a lot. Nick is doing fine, nearly 22 years old. He was working at Lowe’s but was laid off 1 week before Christmas. Wasn’t able to get a job until May at UPS but it was only temporary. He was hoping it would be permanent. I think he is realizing he may need to go to college to get a good job. He has so many talents and just puts them to good use. He is a really good kid and all his friends come to him for help on their cars and other problems. My mother is doing well and I’m home now visiting her and the rest of my family. Will be home until July 6th, then return to Texas, the oven. I want to wish all a great and safe summer! God bless y’all. 
Suzy Conway: I am still in Nepal, working away!  Now we're really in the midst of a huge war, getting worse by the day.  Headlines this a.m. are that the king had arrested over 70 journalists. NOT a good sign. The entire country is under control of the maoists except for the KTM Valley and other small pockets.  Over 12,000 have been killed and two days ago the maoists blew up a bus of civilians and 38 people were killed, 70 hurt...and so it goes on the earth plane. My work is satisfying; at times I get sad about the conditions here but I love the people, and the moutnains and the spirituality I find all around.
With all love and best regards from Kathmandu!  xxoo Suzy
Steve Cronin: All is well with the Cronin's. Denise and I went to Paris for 8 days in April. She, being the art teacher, had a week of museum hopping planned. I lasted three days on that schedule and then we parted ways until afternoon meetings for some wine and dinner. That seemed to work well for the two of us. Son, Spencer, is after a Master's in Natural Resources, at Ft Collins, CO, CSU. His GF, Natalie, is in the same program and they spend their days in the beautiful outdoors of Colorado nurturing the landscape. Son, Patrick, is working at Target and internet dating, speed dating, always dating. I don't get it. Denise is teaching art at Hale Elementary in Mpls, her 20th year. Summer is her favorite season--ha!. She's off to CA this summer, then Seattle, and who knows where else because she sniffs the air, gets the scent, and is packed and gone before you can say how much does it cost. I'm in my 16th year at Adobe Systems and managing the Big Ten Ed accounts. Adobe is buying Macromedia this year so changes are inevitable in the next few months. Always exciting. On June 24th-27th, the Cronin's are meeting in Rochester for a family reunion. About 50 relatives will make it, including all my siblings and their children, and Rochester Days is happening that weekend, too. Lot's to do. In late August I'm going to put my Mt. bike in the car and head west, biking through Montana, Idaho, and Washington, to spend Labor Day at the Bumbershoot Music Fest in Seattle. Friends there are threatening to break up with me if I don't put my money where my mouth has been for 20 years of maybe's and finally attend the event. Anything to shut them up. Best regards to all the Lourdes Classmates of '64. Be well. Stay in touch
Mary Lou Kaster Devlin: I am approaching 60 much faster than I would like. To say the least! I have spent the last year working at accepting the fact that I am moving into the last quarter of my life. Hopefully, I will continue to find things to anticipate, will stay healthy and keep those I love close, as my skin wrinkles and the battle to cover my gray hair requires more help than I can provide on my own. 
I had an enjoyable lunch this past spring with Reggie, Mary Jane and Diane. They certainly filled me in on what is going on in the lives of many of our classmates.
In line with finding things to anticipate, I am finally having a show of my paintings on Saturday, September 17th. Feel free to call me for details. I wish each of you good health, things to anticipate and love.
Jeanne Tobin Franck: Jerry and I just celebrated our 40th wedding anniversary June 5th and we can't believe that that many years have passed. We have both our daughters and their families living close by and we enjoy them very much. Jerry retired one year ago from 3M after 39 1/2 years and we are both enjoying retirement. 
John and Marg (Bantley) Frie: Hi to all! It’s been another busy year for us. We moved to a patio home in January and just now seem to be settling in. It’s great! Have met a lot of neighbors already. Most are retired—we would if we could. Ha ha. Sure don’t miss the yard work. Do miss having lilacs of all things. Thought we might plant a bush somewhere under cover of darkness. John and Bob’s dad died last November. Still miss him everyday. We’re officially orphans now with both sets of parents gone. Season’s Hospice in Rochester was a wonderful place if anyone is looking for a caring, loving place. Our girls are good. Kristy is teaching, Kim is in marketing. They’re each an hour away so we’re thankful for that. John enjoys working for NEXTEL. He’s anxious for the Sprint merger coming up and what that will involve. I’m still working phone triage at a family practice clinic. Three days a week is just enough to keep me active. My last uncle (Ed Mahon) died last November, too. The farm is scheduled to be torn down by the city so we took pictures last month when we were there. End of an era. Sorry we missed the Reunion…hope all are well and healthy. Have a great year!
Mike Gibbons: I attended a B.E. (Beginning Experience) Retreat in May at Villa Maria in Frontenac. Since then, life is better. My little in-home cooking is still fun. I miss Mike Matzke, there is a void in my heart. I'm enjoying the renewal of friendships with OLD (former) classmates. I've thought about the Senior Tour, but it requires driving and my night vision isn't what it used to be.
Pat Towey Gibbons: LIfe continues to perk along for the Gibbons! Oliver, age 23, is living and working in San Francisco. His apartment is 2 blocks from where he was born! John is now retired and I'm still working 3 days a week as a Pediatric Nurse. Practitioner at the local children's hospital. We're thankful for good health and happiness.
Mary Frances Griffin Gillich: Where did 2004 go? So sad that we lost another one of our classmates this year. My family continues to keep me busy. Having added two more Grandchildren. A little girl to my son Neal and his wife Rebecca back in Michigan. Born the 26th of Dec. What a Christmas present that was. Then Gretchen (our daughter) and Ken gave us a little boy March 18th. A beautiful St. Patrick's gift wouldn't you say? Now we are busy with a couple nephews weddings this summer. Our family just continues to grow. God Is Good. God Bless to All My Classmates of 1964.
Mary Jane Sibley Hass: Our 40th reunion last summer proved to be a very special event that endeared all of us even more to our fellow classmates and friends.  As it turned out, it also will be remembered, in my mind, as a tribute to our beloved Mike (Matzke) who lightened each and every minute with his great big smile and wonderful outlook on life.  From the planning meetings, to the happy hour, dinner and wonderful brunch prepared by Mike Gibbons, each day was one more reminder of what a great class we had.  
The year has been good to the Hass’s and our extended families.  My dad, Ray, is still going strong, despite  having had a few low points healthwise this year, but true to his German heritage, he continues to bounce back and is heading to Canada fishing this Spring.  Our youngest daughter graduated from college in May, which we feel is a great accomplishment and one more thing we have to be grateful for.  As of today, all three of my children, and my two grandsons, live here in Rochester, and I realize how fortunate we are to be able to see them so often.  
I continue to love my work at Seasons Hospice and can’t believe I was lucky enough to fall into this field of work after I retired from IBM four years ago.  As we provide end of life care to those living with terminal illness, we try to add life to days when days cannot be added to life.  It is very rewarding for me to be part of this lovely organization.  
Had a wonderful lunch at Michaels with Diane Nesler Miller, Reggie, and Mary Lou Kaster Devlin (with Mike Gibbons joining in later), this Spring.  Lots to talk about, as usual.  
I hope that each member of Class of ‘64 continues to enjoy everyday of this wonderful life we live and that you  always remember your classmates from LHS ‘64 with fondness and love.  Take care and hope to see even more of you at our 45th Reunion. 
Jim Hennessey: Sorry I missed you all at the reunion.  I do enjoy following your lives in the annual newsletter.  Linda and I have created an active retirement and continue to invest in real estate.  We are currently exploring Texas.  Our grandsons continue to bless our lives. Good wishes to all. 
Jay Higgins:  After 7 plus year at “practicing” retirement, I believe I just about have it right. Late this year I will be entering Full Time retirement. The final day of work has changed a couple of times because the project I’m working on has changed, but I do know it will be sometime between Nov. 2nd and Dec.14th. Peg will be retiring the end of January, and then we head for Florida with the travel trailer. We plan to spend February in Florida, then March and a week or two in April in North Carolina where our son and his family live. The number of grand children Peg and I have more then doubled two weeks ago. We went from 3 to 7. Our son’s adoption of 4 children became final two weeks ago.  Great kids, should be lots of fun for grandma and grandpa. Spent some time with Dave Smith this spring turkey hunting in the Black Hills, we won’t talk about how well we did in the “Hills”, we did have a good time. We followed up with a Minnesota hunt the next week and were both successful. To everyone who made the reunion last summer, it was great to see you, and I look forward to seeing Everyone at the next one.
Anita Wolpers Hillis: Hello from Indiana! I always love reading the news about everyone but am usually forgetful when it comes to sending in my own. I am still teaching Kindergarten at the Catholic school although this could be my last year. For some reason they think 28 five-year-olds will be "fun." "Challenging" and "just plain crazy" are the words I'd use. We now have two granddaughters who are simply fabulous! Our son-in-law is in practice with my husband, so we are fortunate to have them living in town. Our son was recently married in New York. He has been living in England and we have enjoyed our travels there over the last several years. He is relocating to the Washington, D.C., area and we are looking forward to scouting out that area as well. We seldom return to Rochester but my mother lives in Minneapolis so we are able to experience Minnesota occasionally. Indiana is in the middle of nowhere but on the way to everywhere. Please feel free to stop and say "hello" if you're evr in the area. We'd love to see you!
Carol Siercks Lange: Hello to everyone. All is well. Our daughter, Becky, just turned 38, our sons are David, 36, Timothy, 32 and Jason, 28 and are graduates of the University of Illinois. Jason lives in St. Louis. We get together at least once a month. Our 5 grandkids are ages 14 ½ down to 17 months of age. We are now in our 30th year of owning our Sprinkler Co. (Fire Protection located in Morton, IL). Keeps us busy. Two of our sons, David and Tim are Sprinkler Fitters. I lost my dad due to an accident 2 ½ years ago in AZ. Dad owned a lovely home near Phoenix. We buried him in Rochester. I miss him so very much. I enjoy hearing from you; God’s Peace.
Jo Ann Beyer Lawler: Our youngest daughter, Erin, got married May 1, 2004. We will be spending 3 weeks in California in September with Bill's family. We will contact Sherrie Fisher while we are there. I have gotten more involved in politics out of necessity. People have always been immportant to me. Individuals are not important in our country right now. A nation's greatness should be based on how we treat our people. On a lighter note I wish everyone a happy and healthy year! 
Diane Nesler Miller: Greetings to the Class of '64. Nothing too new here. Four children adn two grandsons, Jimmy 4 and Matt 1 1/2. Grandchildren are the best! My youngest is a junior at the U of MN so hopefully in a couple of years all the kids will be totally independent ((I guess I mean financially!). Murl is still at IBM and I am still at Mayo; I seem to keep really busy which I think is a good thing. I enjoyed the Reunion last summer, seeing many classmates I hadn't seen in years and it has been great getting reacquainted with several classmates. Thanks to everyone who helped make the Reuion a success and also to Reggie for all her hard work keeping us in touch!
Marilyn Roeder Meyer: Hi, Everyone! I'm planning another trip "overseas,: 35 years after my prior one. It will be the first trip for Darrell. Actually we'll be touring Ireland and Scotland. Since we were planning to fly to New York State for my sister and brother-in-law's wedding celebration, we decided to fly further east. Ireland is a beautiful country and I'm sure Scotland is also. Maybe I'll get to the '09 Reunion! My best to you.
Pat and Pat (Martin) Moylan: We became grandparents for the first time this spring with the arrival of Tyler Patrick. Our daughter, Jennifer, and her husband, Jeff, couldn't be happier and that goes for us, too. Our son, Colin, who graduated last year from Mankato State University, is completing his first year in management with Enterprise Car. And our other daughter, Sara Moylan Klinh, is hard at work. For us, we retired early so fill our days with volunteer activities and travel to our other home in Naples.
Bill Myers: I want to thank everone involved with the Reunion last summer. Mary and I had a great time. I also enjoyed the Floridians' get-together this winter. Thank you, Mary, for hosting it. It has been a busy year. My oldest daughter, Elizabeth, got married (finally). The wedding and reception were a year in planning--very nice. My younger daughter Anne and husband lost their 2nd baby due to a miscarriage--very sad. All of my properties in Florida received damage due to the hurricanes. It has taken until now to finish the repairs. Very annoying. 
Denny Nigon: Well, we've graduated another class at LHS. This completes 37 years as a teacher/administrator at Lourdes. Who knows, maybe someday I will really graduate?! It has been a difficult year for Sandy and me. With the loss of my dad and a number of friends, we have grown to appreciate the time we have together. My best wishes to all in the Class of 1964! Please take care of yourselves. We can't replace you. God bless!
Joy Hatch O'Grosky: I have another grandson, Joshua Timothy Melcher. Born April 10, 2005 at 8 lbs. Came so fast the nurses had to deliver him. Best things in life are grandchildren!
Sharon Sadler Olson: The Olson family is doing fine. I accepted a part-time teaching job for the 2004-05 school year and loved it. I hope to do the same in the next year. I continue to tutor a few kids a week, and the combination seems perfect for me. Doug continues to be employed full-time (with lots of unpaid vacation). He loves golf, and this year has been fortunate to attend the Masters' in Augusta, work at the U.S. Open in Pinehurst, and in July attend the British Open at St. Andrew's. I am still not playing golf because of my back problem -- but there is hope for the future. Our son, David, got married in February in Mexico. We all vacationed for a week in the Playa del Carmen area. After we returned to Raleigh we sponsored a "Mexican Fiesta" for those who could not attend. Our daughter, Amy, got a job promotion and moved from Baltimore to Roanoke, VA. We are delighted that our drive is cut in half (no I-95, hurrah!). Life is happy and full. We wish you all a good year.
Bob Payne: The biggest news this year is that in August we are expecting our seventh grandchild. Our son, Jim, and Mary Lyke Zacker's daughter, Daniel, are expecting their fourth child, a girl, which will even their distribution to 2 boys and 2 girls. I am still working for Philips Semiconductors and now spend nearly half my time in Europe. I have engineering teams in the USA, UK, Netherlands and now a team in India. Makes me the world traveler. This summer I am taking my 16 year old granddaughter to Europe with me for 2.5 weeks. This will be one on one time with her grandfather and should be a trip that she will never forget. I did the same kind of trip with each of my kids when they were roughly 16. I am now starting it out with the grandchildren. Suspect that I will be quite old when the new grandchild reaches 16. Sorry that I was unable to make the 40th reunion and hope that I can make the 45th. Still enjoying my work and have no plans to retire until age 66.
Kathy Ramey Renaux: I'm working full-time at Minneapolis Children's Hospital in the Special Care Nursery. I enjoy my job but work too much. I've been spending the majority of my spare time on home improvements and following Twins' baseball. My brother, Greg, and I spent a week in Cabo San Lucas in February. Spent 10 days in Belize (in the rainforest) then Ambergris Caye with my daughter, Jocelyn. Am hoping to go to Costa Rica this winter. Sorry I wasn't able to make it to the Reunion. I had planned on coming but was unable to. Plans for the next Reunion??
Annie Riley: Roy and I love our house and living in St. Paul. Last winter we completely redid our kitchen. Since we both love to cook we are really enjoying the new kitchen. This year's project is a deck and landscaping our entire backyard. The take-away has been done and now we're waiting to have the deck footings put in. My youngest sister, Kathleen, moved back to MN, works for the United Way and lives in Mpls. Together, Roy and I have 8 grandchildren, from 15 months to 17 years. Anne Marie's two are the youngest: Caroline is 4 and AJ (Ambrose James, after my dad) was a year old on 2/25. It is such a joy to live so close and to see them often. Carl is still in Seattle and unmarried. Hard to believe he will be 39 in October. I still get down to Rochester a couple of times a month and keep in touch with friends and relatives. 
Dave Rossman:  Kristine and I are busy planting at this time of year. We planted a clump of River Birch in the front yard and mugo's on the side yard. I am back in the sweet beekeeping hobby and have a small swarm right here by the garage. It has helped me learn the value of having the hives in full sunlight. Look for Dave's Honey for sale at Oxbow Park as a fundraiser for the Friends of Oxbow. I really enjoy the newsletter and hope nobody is removed from the list. Kristine has a group of friends from 8th Grade who stay in contact via Christmas cards. 
Ann McKenny Rowley: The Rowley's are well and happily awaiting the birth of our fourth grandchild.
Elaine Conway Selmier: Dear classmates - EEEKKKK!!!!  Another year has passed.  It has been a good one for us.  We adopted 2 kittens about a year ago, Rex & Gracie, brother and sister, and they make us smile every day.  They get along fine with Samantha, the dog.  Gracie recently spent 45 hours about 40' up in our neighbor's tree.  An adventure for an indoor cat! In October we moved into a somewhat larger home, so we now have room for anyone to come visit.  Along with the home, we got a large fenced yard and flowers everywhere.  Iris in every color, clematis, day lilys, burning bush, ornamental grasses.  The spring has been especially amazing with new discoveries every day. March brought a large number of Conways to Indianapolis for the performance of our great-nephew Scott Sutter in the National Honor Band.  Kids are chosen from across the country based on tape tryouts; they gather here and spend 3 days rehearsing, and then perform at the performing arts center.  We were very proud. July 2nd my sister Marilyn gets married, so all the siblings are heading out to AZ to witness the grand celebration.  Marilyn's husband Ray died 3 years ago.  She moved to AZ, and in her habit of reading obituaries, she noticed the death of the father of a fellow she dated during grad school, before she dated Ray.  Can you guess??  She went to the funeral, and she and John are getting married!  So happy! Travis and I are fine, getting a little creakier every year.  I am still doing yoga, and mowing a large lawn.  Also still working in video production. Hope everyone is doing great! Elaine
Dave and Pam Gronseth Smith: Dave and I are loving retirement, I still don't know how we had time to work all those years. Dave is busy fishing and hunting. I'm into gardening big time and fishing. Our health is good and we just keep going. Our son, Tony, and his family are coming from Florida to spend a month. We are looking forward to that time, to get to know Anna, 7 1/2 and Abby, 2 1/2, better. Our daughter, Sheryl, and her husband, Gene, are in the middle of house remodeling--glad it's them and not us. We have no big plans coming up, just enjoying the North country and retirement. God bless--see you at the next Reunion.
Mike Sheehan: We enjoyed the 40th Reunion and we thank you for all your help in keeping us informed and together. Your emails are very timely and important info for all of us. Mari and I have four grandkids and enjoy them very much. We look forward to the next gathering of our class.
Kathy Huey Smith: Hello, Classmates! Hope all is well with you. Terry and I enjoyed the Reunion last summer. Thanks for all the hard work. We are still working in public service (human services and education). We enjoy having both sons and families in the area. We especially enjoy being grandparents to Cooper (1 1/2 years) whom we spoil whenever we can. Take care!
Charles Till: Not much new, still punching cows. Saw a few of the class at Mike Matzke's wake. I hope we all age as well as D. Marine if she's aged at all.
John Van Cuyk: I’d first like to thank Ron Bowman and Ted Reiple for helping me not remember a darn thing Friday night at the reunion. Golf the next day was not fun! It took me until the 5th hole to realize what I was doing. Our 1 year anniversary is upon us already, and I still remember/forgot Friday night!! Saturday night was much better, except for the fictitious call from Kathy Ramey/ you know who you are!! At least I remember that night.
In September we went to Florida to visit some of our Cleveland friends. Played golf everyday. Going again in October. Christmas was spent in Orlando at Disney World with our youngest son Daniel and his wife Jennifer. Got some deep-sea fishing in one day – it was great! Over Easter we went to Atlanta to see my daughter Jenna, her husband Mark, and our grand daughter Olivia – what a doll! Mark already has her swinging a golf club and tennis racket. He plans on retiring early from her winnings at either sport! Our oldest son Chris came down to visit us for a few days. It was great to see him. On April 15th, God blessed us with Daniel and Jennifer having their first child- Jaymie Nicole – she;s beautiful! Looks like we will have another grandchild around Christmas. Our daughter Jenna is pregnant. That will make 6. I figure we should be done at 8. ?? The Van Cuyk Children are very prolific – they must have got that from their Mom & Dad!
No big trips planned for the summer. Looking forward to enjoying the 115 degree weather here in Phoenix. (HA!)
On a serious note, hard to believe that we lost 2 more friends from the Class of ’64. It didn’t seem that long ago that I thought we were all immortal – Guess Again!
May God keep us all healthy and happy for this next year.  I pray everyday for the Class of ’64. I don’t like hearing about our friends passing away at such a young age. Peace, Love, & Joy to the best class Lourdes ever had!
Ron and Judy Stanislav Vessey: Isn't it amazing that we are all edging towards 60 years of age! It was great to see everyone at the Reunion. Many thanks to Reggie for keeping us in touch, and to the Reunion Committee for a great event. We also saw the spirit of our class when we shared together in the grief of Mike Matzke's family at his funeral this Spring. 
We realize more every year how fortunate we are in family and health. Ron is still biking 3-4 times a week with friends -- as late as December last year. I enjoy gardening in the summer and have been taking college classes for credit the rest of the year. 
We were able to spend two weeks at Christmas in Rome and Florence with all four kids. It was an amazing experience -- we saw the Pope three times, enjoyed the art, churches, history and food of Italy immensely and can't wait to return...maybe by ourselves next time!
Alex had spent the first semester of his junior year at the University of St. Thomas studying abroad in Rome. Jonathan came from Chad in Africa where he is in the Peace Corps, teaching English. Rachel and Josh joined us, flying in from New York. Josh is taking leave after one year of Cardiology Residency at Mt. Sinai in July to get a Master's in Public Health from Harvard and to work in a Boston Hospital. Rachel will leave the two Catholic schools in Harlem where she has worked in development to work for the Jesuit Christo Rey High School in New York this Fall.
Tom Webster: Denise and I moved to Omaha last Fall after retiring from the military. I now work at Offutt AFB as an investigator for security clearances. Our son, Paul, is an Air Force officer working in Space Command. He and his wife, Jackie, live in Colorado Springs and are expecting our first grandchild in August. Our other son, Nick, lives in Mesa, AZ, where he is a police officer. Best regards to everyone in the Class of '64.
Sandi Rinowski Wellman: Still living in "small town" Wisconsin, and loving it! Still traveling the country as parts buyer for a heavy equipment company. Mom to two girls and two boys. "Gramma" of nine! And REALLY loving that! Hope y'all are enjoying your "increasingly frequent" birthdays as much as I am.
Anne Wente: After 30 plus years in Chicago, moving to a new ministry in San Diego still feels like being on vacation!  I am continually amazed at the varieties of terrain, flowers, trees, and lifestyles. Our Order started a college for women here that grew into the University of San Diego. The area was considered "mission territory" in the 1940's so a Catholic college and retreat center were high priorities.  I am living at the retreat center (2 short blocks to the Pacific in the Ocean Beach area).  We have a small overnight facility but most of our ministry in seeing local people for spiritual direction, group retreat weekends outside the city or pastoral counseling.  I also do some work with the University. 
In the Fall, I was still "on the road" coordinating a national meeting for our Order. We met in four Areas of the USA and connected twice a day by teleconference for discussion and voting.a planning feat across 3 time zones!  I had the luxury of a slow start up here to spend much time on maintenance, high-speed computer hook-ups, upgrading phones, brochures, etc.  It was a wonderful change from sitting in a counseling office, as was the drive across country coming here. The beauty of Utah and Zion State Park was such a surprise!  Then, I was the lucky (available) companion on a free trip to Hawaii.  As my father says, "do you work?"  
My family is celebrating the 60th wedding anniversary of our parents in mid-June.  That is also a chance for me to visit each of my siblings' homes before or after the Rochester time.  Maybe I will cross paths with some of you along the way! Blessings, Anne
Addendum

Note from Reggie: I had already run the newsletter and I should have waited…here are a couple more submissions that beat the deadline but I jumped the gun. Sorry…and what fun, Mary, to visit Hungary!

Mary Hollenhorst Lazarus: Husband Bob is still at Genentech as a Principle Scientist in Research. We're off to Hungary tomorrow (July 1) where he will attend a meeting and give a talk. I get to go along just to have fun.  My four sons give me much happiness and the two oldest each have a little girl---oh how great it is to be a grandma. I'm keeping busy quilting-my new avocation (I'm addicted). I hope to see everyone at the next reunion---I may  even play golf. Our local golf store went out of business and Bob dragged me away from quilting long enough to buy me a whole set of  good clubs and bag for $90.00. This may or may not be a bargain considering that I've had them about a month and haven't tried them out yet!! Hello to all.

Mary Jo Kelly Schneider: Greetings to all!  Hope this finds us well and happy.  Many thanks again to all who helped with our 40th and to those who were there.  A great time was had by all - some more than others??????  I enjoyed John Van Cuyk's recollections.  So now it is time to think seriously about our 45th in 2009.   

Our life continues to be the same - time in Minnesota on Lake Bertha and four months in Destin Florida.  Our family is growing, #11 grandchild due in August.  Frank had hip surgery last October - he challenged my nursing skills.  I now know why I chose teaching as my career.  Kudos to all in the nursing profession

