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ROCHESTER, MN -- Dennis Nigon, principal of Lourdes High School for the last 20 years, is the new president of Rochester Catholic Schools. 

By appointing Nigon on Friday, the Catholic schools' Board of Trustees filled one of two positions in a new leadership approach it adopted last year for the 1,850-student K-12 system. 

After its last superintendent left in 2005, the board decided to hire two key leaders: a president and a director of schools. 

Nigon will begin as president July 1. The board will now open a search for a director of schools, as well as a principal for Lourdes, said the board's co-chairman Monsignor Gerald Mahon. 

As president, Nigon will be responsible for strategic planning, community relations, development and institutional advancement. 

One of his priorities will be to guide and implement planning for the expansion of Lourdes, either at its current downtown location or at a different site. 

The director of schools will focus on academic issues and personnel. 

Nigon has spent a virtual lifetime with Rochester Catholic Schools. Growing up in Rochester, he attended St. Francis of Assisi School and graduated from Lourdes in 1964. 

After earning a bachelor's degree in communication arts and English from St. Mary's College (now Saint Mary's University) in Winona in 1968, he began teaching at Lourdes the same year. 

He has been with the school for 39 years, holding a variety of positions, including coach, athletics director, dean of students and assistant principal. He became principal in 1987. 

During a press conference Friday to announce his new position, Nigon said he is the product of Rochester Catholic schools and, "I truly understand the importance of Catholic education, not only to the Catholic community but to the city of Rochester."

