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It’s Official - Decision Made for New High School

At a press conference on Wednesday morning, September 5, 2007, the trustees of Rochester Catholic Schools formally announced the decision to build a new Lourdes High School on a yet to be named site.  
In opening comments Rev. Msgr. Gerald Mahon, co-chairman of the RCS Board of Trustees and pastor of St. John the Evangelist Church, described Lourdes as a “city within a city” with the “cornerstone of Jesus Christ.”  He stated that awareness of these two concepts is pivotal as “we move forward in the strong tradition of Catholic education in Rochester to meet the 21st century needs of students, faculty, and administration.”
Key tenets for the new school include:
· The building inside and out will clearly represent Catholicism and Franciscan spirituality.

· Lourdes High School will maintain an exceptional college preparatory learning environment.

· The configuration of academic, faith, and extracurricular space will enhance student experience.

· Strategically designed technology will be responsive to current and ongoing advances.

· The new campus will support beauty in art and music consistent with the Catholic tradition of the Lourdes community, specifically including appropriate sacred space and a suitable fine arts facility.

· Green space will be integrated into the overall design to enrich the Lourdes experience for students, faculty, staff, and families.

· The campus environment will include better accommodations for physical education and other extracurricular needs.
· The new facility will be modestly designed, low maintenance, and cost-efficient.

· We will continue to advance accessibility to the broader Rochester Catholic and non-Catholic community.

Paul Tieskoetter, RCS board of trustees co-chair, discussed the factors contributing to the decision to build on a new site.  The decision was based on a three-year comprehensive study of all relevant factors initiated in 2003 by the “Lourdes Building Our Future” task force.  The study found that improvements to the existing 67-year-old building would be too costly.  The building is also landlocked, and the expense of acquiring parcels around it would be cost prohibitive.
The estimated development cost for a new facility on an alternate site is approximately $55 million.  Based on a feasibility study conducted for Rochester Catholic Schools by Mark Davy & Associates during the summer of 2007, a multiyear capital campaign would be able to raise $15 million toward development of the new school. 
Mr. Tieskoetter emphasized that the “best use of cost” while meeting the key tenets for the new school will be primary.  He stated that there is a great awareness and sensitivity to the heritage of Lourdes High School.  Plans will include the transfer and integration of parts of the current building into the new one.

It has been determined that a 20 acre site is required for a new campus.  Several possible land parcels are currently being investigated with a final choice to be determined in the very near future.  Considering time needed for the capital campaign and construction, the new school is likely to open for the 2011-12 school year.  

Catholic education in Rochester was founded by the Franciscan Sisters in 1877 with the establishment of Our Lady of Lourdes Academy.  From that time forward continued growth has prompted several building projects – Heffron High School in 1912, St. John’s High School in 1925, and culminating with Lourdes High School dedicated in 1941.  Lourdes expanded in 1959 with the addition of the North Wing and in 1986 with another addition including science classrooms, a new gym, administrative space, and a new entrance.
“With the decision to move ahead with a new high school, we look forward to preserving the strong traditions of this building along with continuing to expand our level of excellence in academics, the arts, athletics, and community service at Lourdes High School,” stated Msgr. Mahon.
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