Rev. Daniel R. Dernek -- Winona 
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WINONA -- The Mass of Christian Burial for the Rev. Daniel R. Dernek will be at 10:30 a.m. Saturday at St. Stanislaus Kostka Catholic Church in Winona, with his brother, the Rev. Richard J. Dernek, officiating, and the Revs. Richard S. McGuire and Thomas Hargesheimer co-officiating. Private family interment will be in St. Mary's Cemetery, Winona. 

Rev. Dernek, 71, a longtime Catholic priest in the Diocese of Winona, died Tuesday (June 5, 2007) at his home in Winona. 

Born Feb. 6, 1936, in Winona, he attended St. John's school and graduated from Cotter High School in 1953 with the school's first co-educational class. After a few years, he entered I.H.M. Seminary and was ordained a Catholic priest on May 31, 1962. During his years as an active priest he taught at Lourdes High School in Rochester; visited the sick at Rochester Methodist Hospital; served many parishes ranging from Winona to St. Peter, Minn.; worked with college students as chaplain of the Newman Center; and ministered to patients as chaplain at mental health institutions such as Rochester State Hospital and St. Peter Regional Treatment Center for 23 years. 

Survivors include a sister, Gerri McElmury of White Bear Lake, Minn.; and a brother, the Rev. Richard J. of Blooming Prairie. 

Friends may call from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday at Fawcett-Junker Funeral Home in Winona, with a Prayer service at 8 p.m. Friends may also call from 9:30 a.m. until the time of the service Saturday at the church.
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